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Orla and Louise took to the concourse to ask S1s about their experiences of
Craigmount so far this year. Their responses were both enthusiastic and
honest! 

First Month at Craigmount 
By Louise Tod and Orla Hogarth

What is your favourite subject so far?

 “Mine is probably Science because we get to burn stuff”

“FCT is definitely my favourite and I don’t think that will
change”

“Social subjects because Mr Galloway is the best”

“This is an unpopular opinion, but I like maths because it’s
fun and Miss Hay is a good teacher”

“PE because I enjoy doing sports basketball and table tennis“

Have you joined any clubs yet?

‘I’m going to netball at the end of the day for the first time.’

“I’m going to join dance and cheer”

What was the best thing about school today?

‘Seeing my friends’

‘Our social subjects class made posters which was
really great fun’



Governments have the duty to make sure these support programs exist to help families find
affordable housing, provide access to healthcare, secure jobs that allow parents to take
care of their children. Parents play their role by using these resources wisely, giving their
children support and stability. Together, they form a shield around the child keeping them
safe from the hardships that can hold back their future. 

Communities and individuals also have a part to play. Volunteering, donating and/or
supporting charities and raising awareness can help spread the word. Treating every child
as someone full of potential and helping families in need are small things that make a big
change. 

Without social and economic help, children face hunger, poor health and limited education.
This doesn’t just limit the child, it limits their future and everything they could
contribute to our society. 
The right to social and economic help is more than a right, it needs to be a promise. When
everyone works together, children don’t just have to survive, they can thrive. 

Every child deserves not only love and affection. They
also need the support to grow in safe and healthy
conditions. This is what right 26 is in the UNCRC. It
highlights the right to social and economic help. It makes
sure that children everywhere has their basic needs met
like healthcare, education, housing, food no matter who
they are. 

Some families might need support to give their children
the life they deserve. This is where social and economic
help steps in: it makes sure children have access to proper
schooling, a comfortable home and the chance to grow. 

The right to social and 
economic help – RRS PAG 

By Shravya Sriramadesikan   



The faces behind the
toasties

The church bell tolls twelve, beckoning in the usual hungry faces to fight
tooth and nail to gain their right to feast upon slabs of cheese and loaf of
bread. Welcome to Toastie Thursday! But have you considered the friendly
faces that are behind the counter? We set out to meet and 4 of the toastie
team and interview them to find out a little bit more about them. 

Can you match the interview to each member of the toastie team to
test your toastie knowledge?
 
This toastie team member often divides the crowds into two lines on
approach and is the number one fashionista and stylist of toastie Thursday
merch. She’s the friendly face you will find outside every Thursday, but
sometimes she’s the bearer of bad news as she presents the toastie
Thursday stock updates. She prefers the first sitting of toastie Thursday as
the younger years are more energetic and fun.
 
This toastie team member will be recognised by their familiar, friendly face.
For the lactose intolerant amongst you, you’ll appreciate what she brings
too, as she is the one who provides the snacks and drinks. However, this
friendly team member has a sterner side, if you’re behind on toastie
payments she’s the one you answer to…Hint: she hates hearing this phrase
“Muuuum I need another toastie”

 
This toastie team member may look scary to some but loves a good laugh.
Whitest toastie Thursday is all his fault. He makes up for it with hard work in
his role as the “general dog’s body”. He loves people with good taste in music
because he heard online harmonious notes can regrow hair.
 
This toastie team member makes sure to always ask how you are, beckon you
in, then takes your money. If you’re an early toastie bird you might find her
setting up, or if you overstay your welcome, she might take your chair away.
She is often found chatting with seniors.
 

Turn over to the next page to find out who these mysterious toastie team
members really are.
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By Ruth Kerr And Adam Thake



Toastie Thursday team
member number one is…

Alison 

Toastie Thursday team
member number four is…

Elaine

Toastie Thursday team
member number two is…

Moria

Toastie Thursday team
member number three

is… Alan
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Toastie Thursday is open every
Thursday to all year groups and

everyone is welcome. 
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Superman (2025) 

film poster

The new Superman movie is James Gunn’s introduction of
a new Superman into the DCU, following his earlier two
projects, “The Suicide Squad” and season 1 of
“Peacemaker”. Whilst The Suicide Squad was met with a
less-than-ideal response from cinema goers, his new
film, Superman, has become a worldwide success. 

As some may know, the last solo Superman to grace our
screens was Zack Snyder’s Man of Steel, including a
darker, grittier version of superman, with grey colour
palettes and a sadder atmosphere than the original
comics. Sure, Man of Steel did well in the box office, but
Zack Snyder’s DCEU has also caused many people to have
a flawed, misinformed view on how Superman and his
character should act, look, and feel.

Superman (2025):
Setting a new standard

for superhero films
By Sophie Gates

“It was true to the comics, the
characters were unique, and the
morals were represented quite well.”
Voiced Eilidh and Charlie in S3. The main
morals seen in James Gunn’s Superman
include the idea of kindness and
inclusion, the words ‘punk rock’ being
used to describe both of these values. 

Contrasting this, James Gunn has single-handedly represented everything
Superman stands for in one 130-minute-long film. Me and fellow Squawk member
Ben Cormie went around and asked the opinions of some Juniors, and a couple of
teachers, as we wanted to hear the range of views on this new film. “I haven’t
seen a lot of DC movies, but this one was pretty entertaining, and there was a
lot of action” says Calum in S1, finding the movie fun despite his limited
knowledge of DC prior to the film. 



So anyone who has absolutely no clue about the history of Clark Kent has a
vague idea of where he’s come from. Something James Gunn has been incredibly
successful at, and continues to be successful at, is introducing characters into
his films that haven’t been included in previous live action DC films. Three of
these characters include the members of the ‘Justice Gang’, Guy Gardner,
Hawkgirl, and Mr Terrific. The relationship between the three is clearly close,
with both Hawkgirl and Mr Terrific managing to deal with Guy Gardner’s often
self-centred attitude. 

But individually, each character is successfully
developed and entertaining. Mr Terrific’s deadpan
words and undeniable smarts perfectly contrast with
every character, especially Lois Lane as she rambles
about her relationship with Clark. 

One stand out character who’s proved to be a fan
favourite is Krypto, an overly energetic dog with the
ability to fly, and a lack of boundaries. Krypto
(obviously) doesn’t have any lines, nor does he have a
clear character arc, but he makes up for it 

“I liked it. I thought I was going to hate it, but I liked it. I was just there enjoying
the film. I thought it was a good storyline, but I wasn’t a fan of the CGI” was Miss
Lynch’s opinion of Superman, only answering once Ben and I assured her that her
limited DC knowledge couldn’t stop her from having an opinion on the film. 
Those who hadn’t watched the trailer may have walked into the film expecting
David Corenswet to play a patriotic, hardheaded, gritty Clark Kent, but the fun
loving actor succeeded in straying far away from Henry Cavil’s previous portrayal
and managed to spread kindness and hope in cinemas throughout the world. With
secretly obvious political messages and a powerful speech about how Superman
still belongs despite being an ‘alien’, Superman made me, and many others, feel a
warm sense of belonging in a world where some may feel isolated. Bright visuals and
hard-hitting cinematography shed tears from my eyes more than once, and after
watching it for a fourth time I decided that James Gunn is paving the way for a new
generation of superhero movies.    

because he is a dog who somehow manages to worm his way into the hearts of almost
every character in the film, and most likely every viewer of the film. Also, Krypto
is a lovable animal based on James Gunn’s own dog, belonging to Superman’s cousin,
Kara. Aka Supergirl. Milly Alcock only has a few seconds of screen time in the new
Superman movie, though she somehow perfectly embodies the character of Kara in
her two lines of dialogue, portraying her as a messy, impulsive party animal, staying
true to the Supergirl in the comics. 



Superman is a funny, joyful, all-loving, and
incredibly impactful film with an amazing
cast including David Corenswet, Rachel
Brosnahan, and the incredibly talented
Nicholas Hoult (who managed to play the
most hateful version of Lex Luthor to ever
grace our screens), and I suggest that
anyone reading this who hasn’t had the
pleasure of watching it finds a way to
watch it as fast as they can, may that be
waiting for it to be released on DVD or a
streaming service available in the UK. 

On a personal level, the film means a lot
to me, as a long time DC fan who had comics
shoved into her arms at a young age. James
Gunn achieves everything a comic book film
should achieve, with bright visuals,
amazing acting, a satisfyingly comic
accurate cast, and a playlist that could
quench the deepest thirsts for good music
to be used in mainstream movies.

Superman is one of those films where I
believe everyone should watch it at least
once, and leaves me anticipating the
following DCU films that will no doubt
live up to the insanely high quality of
James Gunn’s legacy. 

“I haven’t seen a lot of DC
movies, but this one was
pretty entertaining, and
there was a lot of action”
says Calum in S1

“I thought it was a really
original way of approaching
superhero films where it
shows the problems in society,
and I loved the message of
kindness being punk rock.” Said
Ms Walker when we stormed
into her classroom, demanding
her opinion.



Thrilling theatre 
By Olaf Krzysztofik

On the week of the 18th of August, Drama students in
S5 and S6 went to see a range of different theatre
productions to help with their upcoming exams. Both
year groups had the opportunity to watch Faustus in
Africa (an age old tale of Doctor Faustus, but set in
1990’s Africa,) as well as Trainspotting (locally set
story about the effects of drug addiction).
Additionally, the S6’s got the opportunity to see Teen
Odyssey (story about bridging the gap between
generations). We, the Squawk’s journalists, gathered
the drama students’ thoughts and opinions on these
plays. Here’s what they had to say. 

The first person we interviewed, an S6 student, had
“strong” opinions about the plays he had the privilege
to see. The first play that the Advanced Higher
students saw was Teen Odyssey. Teen Odyssey used
phones to “bridge the gap between generations.” Our S6
stated that Teen Odyssey was “less of a drama and more
of an experience”, not necessarily saying that it was
an unenjoyable performance, but saying that it was
“lacking in the story department”, meaning that the
performance 

The second play was Faustus in Africa. Faustus in Africa was mostly performed using
puppetry, with one or two people controlling each puppet. It’s based on the classic tale of
Doctor Faustus but set in 1990’s Africa when major political changes took place. The S6’s
that we interviewed said, in summary, that Faustus was a good play but took complete focus
on every element to understand what was going on. Everything had some sort of symbolic or
metaphorical meaning and trying to actively unpick that while watching was a challenge
for most people.  Some enjoyed it thoroughly which shouldn’t be a surprise considering many
students who took drama also took Higher and Advanced Higher English which relies on
analysis. Faustus was a layered piece of theatre that isn’t for casual watching. Reviewers
agreed by saying that “Faustus is a play that you watch and analyse for days afterwards.”
This view of overly metaphorical presentation was shared by the S5’s that we interviewed.

didn’t have a continuous narrative strewn throughout it. This was a recurring view which
was voiced by another S6 that we interviewed. He also said that he didn’t think much
about the performance afterwards he “sorta absorbed the theme and didn’t think about it
again.”



The third, and last but certainly not least, play that both year groups saw was
Trainspotting Live. The play explored the issue of drug addiction and put the audience
all around the action, with a small alley in the middle for the actors. The play was
massively immersive and included the audience in everything that was happening on stage.
This was, undoubtedly, the year group’s favourite, and for good reason. Our S6’s said
wonderful things about Trainspotting; about how “well presented [the] theme was but it
wasn’t spelled out for the audience.” How the play had a “skilful use of comedy to break
up the darker themes about drug addiction.” 

Both year groups admitted that they thought about the play long after they left the
theatre and how long it lingered in their minds. A lot of people mentioned that the fact
that the play was set in Edinburgh, they could relate to the story a lot more. The
overwhelming opinion we got from the students that saw Trainspotting is that they
would absolutely love to see it again, or at least something that feels similar. Many said
that they never thought about the Fringe to spend their time before they watched
Trainspotting, but now that they’ve experienced it, they would absolutely go again.

The first student that we interviewed said that “the three plays that we saw showed
the range of drama as a creative medium, and that there is something for everyone when
it comes to theatre.” This statement perfectly encapsulates what we found out through
our interviews. Theatre is often overlooked as a way to spend your time, so next time you
think that Netflix has nothing good to offer and that all the movies in the cinema suck,
why not buy some tickets to the theatre? You might be surprised by what you see.

‘Many said that they
never thought about the
Fringe to spend their
time before they watched
Trainspotting, but now
that they’ve experienced
it, they would absolutely
go again.’



BEAT IT, SHRED IT, AND
PLAY ON!

FRIDAY MUSIC CLUB
BY BANEEN ZAHRA
Music Club is an exciting and creative space for young musicians of all skill
levels. Whether you are just starting out or already jamming like a pro,
this club is open to students from all year groups—making it a welcoming
place to learn, practice, and have fun with music. 

We meet every Friday after school, and members get full access to all the
instruments in the department. Whether you are rocking out on the drums,
laying down grooves on the bass, or shredding on the guitar, there is
something here for everyone. 

The club is run by Mr McLaren, who is always keen to hear what students
have been working on. At the end of each session, one member who has been
developing a piece gets the chance to perform in front of the group—an
awesome way to share your progress and inspire others. 

Joining is easy! Just quickly visit on a Friday and register with Mr
McLaren. You will be part of the fun in no time. 
 



(Photos from Music Club)(Photos from Music Club)(Photos from Music Club)



Best of Both Worlds: 
How the EIF and the
Fringe Unite the Worlds
of Music.
When we think about music, what comes to mind? Many would at once think of pop icons
like Chappell Roan, Sabrina Carpenter, Benson Boone, or even the band of the year, Vape
Alarm. However, many would also fail to acknowledge a type of music that they might
find unfamiliar - classical music- which I would argue is the most historically significant
yet misunderstood part of the musical world.

We interviewed some students to find out what they thought of classical music.
“Classical music? Honestly, I just think of it as something slow and boring,” Axel, from S1,
admitted. Zach, from S3, shrugged, “that’s for old people, not us.” Max, from S2, exclaimed,
“I’ve never listened to classical music in my life!” These were the words of many of
Craigmount’s juniors that capture the common first impressions many young people share
about classical music. But do they really tell the whole story of classical music, or just
the surface of it?

In reality, classical music is not frozen in the past and many would be surprised to find
out how varied it really is. Contrary to widely held belief, classical music is not simply
“old music” or “strictly instrumental.” It comes in many forms—from orchestras and
chamber choirs to operas and even ping pong balls! 

by Nicholas Cheung, Jad Alhamwi, Antonio Pruteanu

A lot of classical music is also not relaxing, soothing,
or calming. Pieces are often lively and energetic
rather than just slow or serious. Many works,
especially those composed during the Soviet era, carry
a timbre of anger, fear, and despair.

Composers such as Shostakovich were oppressed and
silenced under Stalin’s totalitarian regime, and their
music reflects that tension. It is also not limited to
older generations as classical music commonly appears
in film soundtracks, adverts, and video games. Rather
than being distant, classical music is already part of
the music and media young people interact with
everyday.



Each August, Edinburgh transforms into a global hub for the arts, as tourists and
performers gather for two of the biggest festivals in the world - the Edinburgh Fringe and
the Edinburgh International Festival (EIF). While both festivals run simultaneously, they
offer vastly different experiences. The EIF and the Fringe both started in 1947 but have
since grown in different directions. 

Today, the International Festival is seen as being very exclusive, while the Fringe is famous
for its creativity and variety, with shows in ordinary places like pubs, streets and small
stages across Edinburgh. What makes this dual festival season so special is the opportunity
for crossover. Festival goers can experience both the structured elegance of the EIF and
the experimental energy of the Fringe. A standout example of this fusion was Breaking Bach,
a hip-hop dance performance set to orchestral music by Bach—blending centuries-old
compositions with modern movement.

Orchestral presences at major festivals like
Glastonbury and Coachella - such as the LA
Philharmonic show that classical music can
resonate with modern audiences. These moments
introduce live classical performance to new
ears, preserving an essential part of our
cultural heritage.

In the end, classical music is not just surviving -
it is adapting. And when festivals like the EIF
and the Fringe create space for innovation and
collaboration, they help ensure that this rich
tradition continues to inspire, challenge, and
evolve.
P.S. The EIF offer 2 sets of free concert tickets
to those under 18- make sure to sign up for them
before the festival next year!

‘Rather than
being distant,

classical music is
already part of the
music and media

young people
interact with

everyday.’



On October 10th (i.e: the last day of school before the
October break), the school will have a house colour
event to celebrate World Mental Health Day. The event
is aimed at S1, S2, S3 and S6 pupils and involves pupils and
teachers dressing up in bright or neon house colours and
walking or running around the perimeter of the upper
fields and the astro. All this must be done within a set
time limit and participants are encouraged to complete
as many laps of the school as possible. With each lap
measuring at least half a mile, it’s going to test some of
our strength and endurance! During break time, there’ll
be many stands around the school with refreshments,
face glitter, face paint and other activities. Any money
spent on the day will go towards Craigmount’s Equity
Fund and towards SAMH (Scottish Action on Mental
Health), a charity with a focus on setting up walk in
mental health hubs across Scotland.

School Vice Captain Blythe Lennen said: “The main goals
for this event are to get everyone active and having
fun with their year group, promoting how physical
activity improves wellbeing, raising money for the
school's trips fund and SAMH and overall building the
school and house spirit to a greater level. All we ask is
to show up on the day in your house colours and put
your all into it! It's supposed to be fun and these causes
are those that build a better future for all of us! We
want S6s to know that they can all volunteer with the
junior sessions and information regarding this will be
coming out soon”. When asked why S4 and S5 pupils were
not going to be partaking in the event, she replied “S4s
and S5 will not be partaking in the event as the day is
not long enough but mostly because N5 and Higher
Prelims are approaching soon and time is best spent in
class to prepare.”

House Colour Event for 
World Mental Health Day

Further
information
about the
event will be
given to tutor
classes by
House
Captains very
soon! 

By Sathvik Sriramadesikan



By Henry Jones and Adam Thake.

The few students in this school who don't walk around the corridors
staring at their feet would've noticed a new addition to the usual
rotation of posters. A small poster titled 'Chemical Combat' reads:
"Chemical Combat, Out Now! Contact Peter in S6 for a Discounted
Steam Key". I've been seeing these posters for around a week now,
so I thought it was high time to team up with fellow Squawk
member, Adam Thake and sit down with Peter Laing to talk with
him about his game. 
 
Once we introduced ourselves, and talked with Peter who
introduced his game as a "chemical based roguelike, in which you
combine chemicals into potions, which is how you attack in the
game, whilst exploring a lab and seeing how far you can get in each
run". We asked our first question,"what inspirations have you drawn
on whilst making Chemical Combat?"
 
"Well, the process started when I was invited to a competition, and
was told the game had to be based around synergies, and the first
thing that came to my mind was Chemistry. From that, I just sort of
went from there with that basic inspiration. I suppose my time
playing various rogue likes inspired me specifically." Peter named
the popular game Risk of Rain 2 for his main inspiration. 
 
Our next question was "How did you find the development?"
 
"There definitely were challenging moments in game development.
There were many moments where I had to re-write a lot of it,
especially because I am a solo game developer. I originally made the
game in the two weeks for the competition, but I felt it was rushed
so I worked on it further for about a month. I had to take a break for
exam season but then I went back and worked on it for all summer,
right up until release".



Next, we asked Peter why he thinks other people should play his game. 
 
"Uh, I need money" Peter jokes "No, on a serious note I think it’s really fun,
and it's a novel concept so a lot of people will enjoy it. I think people will
also be inspired by what I was able to achieve on my own at such a young
age"
 
"I think just have a good go at it, and keep trying, that's the best way of
getting better and getting the motivation to keep going" was Peter’s
response upon asking him for advice for any other young people, who
perhaps like him took computing based subjects and are interested in
game design. "Don't be afraid to fail, not everything is going to work out, so
just have fun with it, and you might even learn new things you can apply
to later projects" 
 
On Peter’s YouTube channel 'SigmoidDev', he creates high quality and well
edited videos about his development process, in which he details his
inspirations, choices and ideas for his games. His channel is seriously
impressive and I recommend subscribing to it for well edited videos about
Peter’s video games. 
 
Our final question for Peter was "What's next for you?" 
 
"I’ll definitely be working on the game for a while, the rest of 2025 at least.
I’ll be adding bosses, NPCs, collectables, log book entries and more. After
that I plan to return to work on my game Arboneer, which is a sandbox
game similar to Terraria, Minecraft and Stardew Valley. I was inspired by
Rain World to try and create a reactive and realistic ecosystem, which I
think will be really fun and interesting. There is a demo out, but it’s not
too interesting at the moment. I hope to add more to it in the future, so
keep an eye on it. I plan to add multiplayer, along with everything else I
can think of to add."
 
Before looking into Chemical Combat, I wasn't too optimistic about the
game. I’m currently enthralled by the sprawling world of Hollow Knight:
Silksong, but after I looked into it, it definitely looks like fun, and I'm sure I
will check it out along with Peter’s future game Arboneer. Anyone who is a
fan of Enter the Gungeon, Risk of Rain 2 and other rogue likes will
definitely enjoy Chemical Combat, so as a final reminder I urge whomever
is reading to contact Peter in S6 for a discounted Steam key for his game
and keep an eye on his future projects, which are sure to be just as fun and
creative as Chemical Combat. 
 



 
Higher and Advanced Higher Music students went to the Edinburgh International
Festival to see the opera Orpheus and Eurydice at Edinburgh Playhouse.
 
The trip was a great opportunity to see live music and learn more about opera.
Watching professionals perform helps students understand how music and drama
work together to impact an audience. This supports music students with their
studies and provides an in-depth understanding of different music genres.
 
The opera, performed by The Edinburgh International Theatre, told the story of
Orpheus, a musician who travels to the underworld to rescue his wife, Eurydice.
He is allowed to bring her back, but only if he doesn’t look at her. Sadly, he looks
back too soon, and she is lost forever.
 
Here are some quotes from students that attended the opera: 
“ it was wonderful” 
“Exquisite” 
“Enticing” 
“Amalgamation of emotions” 
 
Students came away inspired, with a better understanding of opera and how
powerful music can be. Overall, this was a fantastic opportunity to enjoy a
performance that was a bit different. 
 
Music students rated it 9/10! 

A day at the opera
By Kaitlynne Bryce



Edinburgh 900
year anniversary 

On Sunday the 14th of September at midday the march was organised to begin, and
the Corstorphine community centre was 18th in the line. There is a small amount
of photos of the community centres helpers and banner because bigger
organisations grab the spotlight. For the Corstorphine community it was a big
opportunity. 
 
 
The whole day was gloomy but it didn’t stop the celebration, everyone who was
there that day felt the warmth and joy of the city, including the 57
Community groups and organisations who were in attendance. Everyone had a
great time at the march, one person said “it was just lovely, just seeing
everyone there was just wonderful.”

Hi!

By lukas Elliott 

The Corstorphine Community Centre were asked to join the Edinburgh 900 year
anniversary march, our new Squawk member Lukas Elliott was also asked to help
the community centre with the march. 
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