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SDS service offer in Senior Phase

• Routes & Pathways lesson delivered to all S4 PSE classes

• Current S3 pupils will have PSE input looking at progression opportunities during the first 
week of February

• S5 and S6 PSE input where required

• Support with pathway planning – exploring career pathways from school subjects and 
checking entry requirements for further study or employment/apprenticeships

• One-to-one appointments available to all – developing Career Management Skills to 
work towards achieving positive post-school destinations 

• Working alongside Developing Young Workforce

• Assisting with applications to Further & Higher Education programmes

• Promoting My World of Work and apprenticeship pathways (apprenticeships.scot)

• Continuing careers support into post-school service if required
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Careers support with pathway planning

• Pupils can ask their Guidance Teacher to refer them for careers support and 
subject choice discussion

• In appointments we may:

• Look at job profiles on My World of Work

• Use the option choice tool on My World of Work

• Review entry requirements for university, college and apprenticeships…

• …to check for specific subjects and qualifications required

• Use Career Management Skills to ensure the pupil is confident in their 
choice of pathway



These are the skills you need 
to make your career
a success.

Your SDS Careers Adviser is 
just one of the people who 
can help you develop these 
skills.

Some of them you’ll have 
already – just by being you!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4D5-AJPeLsY


Where did last years school leavers go? 

Title

Initial School Leavers Destinations in Scotland

3 Months after leaving school in 2023

Higher Education

Further Education

Employment

Training

Unemployment

26.6%

24.3%

4.1%

4.6%
95.9%
In positive 

destinations

40.3%

SOURCE: Scottish Government  Summary Statistics for Attainment & Initial Leaver Destinations, No. 6: 2024 Edition, February 2024
*Training, voluntary work & Personal Skills Development data has been combined











Thank you!

Cat Burns
SDS Careers Adviser 
catriona.burns@sds.co.uk

Ewan Cameron
DYW Coordinator
Ewan.Cameron@edinburghchamber.co.uk 
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