
Portfolio



What is the Portfolio?

• This is a piece of writing that your young person will produce over 

the course of the year, and in February will be sent off to be 

marked by the SQA. 

• This piece of work is worth 30 marks, which is 30% of their grade. 

• The piece is marked out of 15, and this is doubled to get the mark 

out of 30. 



How to ace the portfolio

• Because this is written over the course of the year, your child’s 

teacher will mark their writing and allow them to redraft it. 

• It is imperative that the pupils take on the feedback we give 

them, as we are not allowed to mark the folio piece as many 

times as we would like – we are limited by the guidance of the 

SQA. 



Two Types of Writing

Discursive/Persuasive

• Should centre around an 
interesting topic, try to think 
outside the box! 

• Should be structured in a 
logical way where 
points/arguments flow 
together

• Should include use of facts and 
figures as evidence to support 
arguments

• Should include a bibliography 
at the end

Creative/Reflective

• Should show signs of creativity, with 
interesting use of language and 
sentence structure

• Should explore character feelings, 
thoughts, setting, plot

• Structure should be appropriate for 
the purpose of the piece

For reflective only

• Should reflect on thoughts and 
feeling during and after the 
experience/should explore what 
they have learned from this. 



N5 Example

This piece was awarded 30 
marks out of 30 – the 
picture opposite is just a 
snippet!



Higher Example

At higher, candidates are 
expected to use more 
sophisticated language, 
and layered arguments. 

This piece was awarded 24 
marks out of 30 – the 
picture opposite is just a 
snippet!



The Write Up

• SQA guidance has changed this year to avoid the use of AI when 

writing the folio and ensure a candidate’s work is their own. 

• This year, they will be awarded 6 periods before/just after the 

October week during class time to write their folio

• This does not have to be done under exam conditions – they can 

still research/fact check while writing, it is purely so their teacher 

can confirm that the work is, in fact, their own. 



How to support them

• Ask to read over their plan for them; check they have enough 

research, that their research is from reliable sources, that 

their plan is structured well and makes sense, etc. 

• If they choose to write a practice draft at home, read over it 

and give them notes on the composition. 

• Help them gather research – keep an eye out for any pertinent 

newspaper articles or documentaries! 
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