
Critical Essay



What is the CE?

• This is a part of the second exam paper that your child will sit – it is 

worth 20 marks, and is therefore 20% of their overall grade.  

• The critical essay assesses your young person’s knowledge of a text 

they have studied throughout the year in class, and asks them to 

write a critical response on this piece with reference to an essay 

question. 



What is the CE?

• Your child will get the choice of two (N5) or three (H) essay 

questions to choose from – they only need to answer on one of 

these questions. 

• The questions must be broad enough to suit the range of texts 

taught across the country, and so there should always be a question 

that will suit the text your child has studied. 



How to prepare for CE

Learn the quotes – Your young person will need to remember quotes and 

analysis for their text. You can use flashcards to help them, or quiz them 

on their quotes regularly!

Write practice plans – Instead of spending lots of time writing essay after 

essay, writing detailed plans for a range of essay questions can be more 

beneficial for your young person’s revision. This lets them practice using 

their quotes in relation to a question, without risking them purely 

memorising one essay and regurgitating it for a different question. 



Example Questions 2024



The Marking Advice



Essentially, pupils are marked on;

• How well they know the text (have they quoted in each paragraph? Do they 

understand the plot and themes of the text?)

• Do they understand techniques used by the writer? Have they used the names 

of specific techniques? Alliteration, character, narration, etc. 

• Have they analysed the effect of the techniques in enough detail?

• Have they evaluated how effective the writer’s use of techniques is, using 

words such as meaningful, moving, interesting, for example?

• Can their essay be understood at first reading? Have they used correct 

spelling, punctuation, and capital letters?



Where to find essay questions

• The SQA website – google “SQA English past papers” and click on the 
first link, filter for level (N5, H, AH). 

• Check your teams page – often, teachers will post practice questions 
and papers in the files section of the class team. 

• Any study books such as;



Where to find examples of good essays

• Check the SQA Understanding Standards website to see responses 
written by actual candidates, and to see the mark and feedback they 
were given by the examiner;

https://www.understandingstandards.org.uk/Subjects/English/national
5/CriticalReading

https://www.understandingstandards.org.uk/Subjects/English/national5/CriticalReading
https://www.understandingstandards.org.uk/Subjects/English/national5/CriticalReading
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