
How to Pass  
in Social 
Subjects



Key Messages 

• Chunking revision

• Using digital apps to support revision

• Past Papers Practice

• Assignments as an opportunity  

• Subject specific revision resources and 
guidance on N5-Higher/Advanced 
Higher. 

• For Geography, Modern Studies, History 
and Sociology. 



Course Content Across Social Subjects
National SQA 
Qualification  

History Modern Studies Geography Sociology 

National 5 • Era of the Great 
War

• Hitler and Nazi 
Germany 1933-39

• Changing Life 1760-
1900

• Crime and Law
• Democracy in 

Scotland 
• World powers USA

• Assignment 

• Human 
Environments
• Physical 
Environments

• Global Issues 
• Assignment 

• Human Society 
• Culture & 

Identity 
• Social Issues
• Assignment 

Higher • Scots on the 
Western Front 

• Britain 
• Russia 

• Democracy
• USA
• Crime 
• Assignment 

• Physical 
Environment’s

• Human 
Environment’s 

• Global issues
• Geographical 

skills 
• Assignment 

• Human Society 
• Culture & 

Identity 
• Social Issues
• Assignment 



Chunking Revision 
• As reflected in the course content 

across the social subjects' pupils 
cover a variety of topics they can be 
assessed on. 

• Revision over all these topic’s, 
particularly before formal 
assessments and exams can be 
overwhelming. 

• Therefore, chunking revision is 
important. 

• For example, studying and revising 
courses unit by unit.  

• This chunking can be organised in a 
revision plan format or a weekly 
timetable  

M T W T F S S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28



Past Paper Practice 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/pastpapers/findpastp
aper.htm 

• One of the most helpful revision activities pupils can do 
is practicing and testing their knowledge using past 
papers. 

• These can be found on the SQA website and pupils can 
access past exam papers from 2018-2024. 

• How to support pupils to use past papers effectively 

• Test their knowledge after covering a topic or unit within 
class. 

• Attempt past papers without notes to really give a good 
gauge of knowledge gaps. 

• Encourage pupils to complete past paper questions in 
timed conditions to help them feel comfortable with 
writing under pressure. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/pastpapers/findpastpaper.htm
https://www.sqa.org.uk/pastpapers/findpastpaper.htm


Past Paper Practice 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/pastpapers/findpastp
aper.htm 

• How to support pupils to use past papers 
effectively 

• Encourage pupils to utilise and understand 
the marking instructions for their course 

•  Mark their own past paper answers. 
• Verbalise where and how they would get 

the marks. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/pastpapers/findpastpaper.htm
https://www.sqa.org.uk/pastpapers/findpastpaper.htm


Using iPads and digital apps to support revision (Achieve Website)

• The Achieve learning website 
offers a great platform for 
students to consolidate and test 
their learning. 

• How can pupils get access to 
achieve?

• Achieve (hashtag-learning.co.uk) 

• Pupils can type in the above link 
and create an account using 
their school email and password. 

• Once signed up all they will need 
is the name of the school and 
class code (Provided by teachers) 
to start using the achieve 
website

How can Achieve support students? 

Topic Summaries Links to 
resources

Quizzes Links to relevant 
past paper 

https://achieve.hashtag-learning.co.uk/


Ensuring 
confidence with 
Microsoft Teams 
and organisation

• Every social subject's class at Craigmount will have a class Team that can be 
accessed through students iPads. 

• These contain course notes, revision folders, past paper questions and 
model answers. 

• How to support pupils in their use of team's

• Ask pupils to give you a tour of their team's page for their subject. 

• Encourage them to use teams and channels to ask questions about course 
content. 



All TEAMS pages look 

different but here is an 

example from a National 5 

History Class 

Here are all past 
paper questions for 
course covered so 
far 



Supporting pupils with Assignments 
• Assignments were brought back into most 

national and higher classes in social subjects 
last year. 

• These can be worth between 20-30% of the 
overall grade in some cases and can be a real 
grade booster for pupils. 

• Assignments often involve research, 
independent reading and extended writing. 

• How to support students during 
assignments

• Although most subjects have not started 
assignments yet, pupils can still do prior 
reading to prepare for these. 

• The SQA understanding standards website 
contains marked examples and guidelines 
that pupils would benefit from reading to 
understand what is being asked of them.

• These assignments have very little teacher 
intervention therefore It’s important 
deadlines are met. 



Resources to support revision in N5 and Higher Geography 

SQA Website-gives good examples of work, 
past papers and marking instructions. 

BBC Bitesize- Accessible knowledge and 
revision quizzes 

Time for Geography- Open access platform 
containing geography content and videos

Royal Geographical society Chalk talks series- 
collection of YouTube videos created for online 
learning

Achieve-Achieve – Quizzes and revision linked 
directly to exams
 



Resources to support revision in N5 and Higher History 

SQA Website-gives good examples of work, 
past papers and marking instructions. 

BBC Bitesize- Accessible knowledge and 
revision quizzes 

Mr Marr History- Website containing teacher 
made revision resources/videos and practice 
questions. 

Achieve-Achieve – Quizzes and revision linked 
directly to exams
 



Resources to support revision in N5 and Higher Sociology 

SQA Website-gives good examples of work, 
past papers and marking instructions. 

The Sociology Guy-website provides good 
infographics explaining sociological theories

Revise.sociology.com 
Notes and videos on key sociological theories - 
breaks down to the basics 

Tutor2U  -Online lessons which are great if you 
have missed any classes through absence



Resources to support revision in N5 and Higher Modern Studies  

SQA Website-gives good examples of work, 
past papers and marking instructions. 

BBC Bitesize- Accessible knowledge and 
revision quizzes 

The Scottish Centre for Crime and Justice 
Research – Online resources and videos to 
support Crime Unit in Modern Studies

Achieve-Achieve – Quizzes and revision linked 
directly to exams
 



Ways to help support pupils in Social Subjects 

Chunk Revision (Split 
subjects down and revise 

them unit by unit)

Past Paper Practice (Know 
the structure and the feeling 
of writing an answer under 

time)

Achieve (Encourage use of 
Achieve after topics/units of 

revision)

Help them feel organised- 
Can pupils give you a tour of 
their Teams, do they know 

where to find resources? And 
encourage questions. 

Use Assignments as an 
opportunity –Encourage 

pupils to use understanding 
standards to feel prepared 

for assignments. 

Feel free to now explore 
some of the resources we 

offer at Craigmount for 
pupils 


	Slide 1: How to Pass  in Social Subjects 
	Slide 2: Key Messages 
	Slide 3: Course Content Across Social Subjects
	Slide 4: Chunking Revision 
	Slide 5: Past Paper Practice 
	Slide 6: Past Paper Practice 
	Slide 7: Using iPads and digital apps to support revision (Achieve Website)
	Slide 8: Ensuring confidence with Microsoft Teams and organisation
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: Supporting pupils with Assignments 
	Slide 11: Resources to support revision in N5 and Higher Geography 
	Slide 12: Resources to support revision in N5 and Higher History  
	Slide 13: Resources to support revision in N5 and Higher Sociology  
	Slide 14: Resources to support revision in N5 and Higher Modern Studies  
	Slide 15: Ways to help support pupils in Social Subjects 

