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Helping your child develop their Literacy Skills



What is literacy in S1?

• S1 literacy is a core set of knowledge and skills in listening, 
talking, reading and writing

• Pupils need to develop their literacy skills to access all of 
their subjects and their exams



S1 pupil timetable

Science

Maths

Home Economics

English

Physical Education

Business

Religious Studies

PSE

Music

Art

Drama

Digital Literacy



I can take part in group discussions 
by sharing my ideas.



I can read aloud with confidence.



I can explain why I enjoy reading a 
text.



I can use subject specific vocabulary.



I can listen carefully for instructions.



I can identify different types of written 
texts such as reports, Science experime
nts, blogs, BBC Bitesize App.



How can I help my child develop their Reading, 
Writing, Listening and Talking skills?



KkKkKeep support
casual

Keep things positive. 
Focus on how you can 

help.

Find out about 
my interests and
what I already 

do. Give 
suggestions for 

gaps.



Reading

• Provide access to quality newspapers/fiction 
books/websites e.g. The Scotsman, The Guardian, BBC 
Bitesize

• Explore news websites together and discuss articles 
which interest your child. Explain any new words/ideas.

• Encourage 20 minutes of reading each night – read with 
them

• Visit local library

• Let them see you reading



Writing

• Encourage your child to read their writing to you. Give 
feedback highlighting key strengths and next steps.

• Encourage your child to proofread for errors in spelling, 
punctuation and expression.

• Encourage use of websites/Apps to help writing i.e. 
http://sentencechecker.com/, dictionary/thesaurus Apps.

• Ensure they are using their class notes/plans for written 
tasks

http://sentencechecker.com/


Listening

• Listen to good quality programmes on TV/radio/internet with your 
child. Ask them questions about what they’ve listened to.

• Give suggestions for things they might be interested in listening 
to/watching i.e. a particular news story or documentary

• Ask them about interesting things they’ve listened to on 
apps/social media websites that they already use i.e. Instagram, 
Twitter, Snapchat. A lot of newspapers etc. have social media 
pages/apps



Talking

• Discuss with them the different text/topics they are studying in different 
subjects (novel, documentary, film, science report, website)

• Ask them to sum up the main points in articles they’ve read

• Talk through homework tasks

• Discuss S1 English Course Booklet (available on school website under 
Student Docs

• Allow them to practise a presentation/talk in front of you. Feedback on 
strengths/next steps i.e. eye contact, clear voice

• Encourage child to communicate concerns/questions to teacher

• Discuss feedback from Parents’ Evenings



How is the school promoting 
literacy in S1?
• S1 Library Literacy Programme – promotes reading skills 
(notemaking, keywords, mind maps, skimming, scanning)

• Reading up Programme 

• Word walls

• Debating 

• JASS 


